
March 25, 2018                                          Palm Sunday 

WEEKEND MASSES 

     ST. JOHN CHURCH        HOLY TRINITY CHURCH  
       1405 FIRST AVENUE            201 CLARK STREET 
      SATURDAY   4:30 PM           SUNDAY    9:00 AM 

      SUNDAY      10:30 AM              

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

A Catholic faith community called to serve God and others  
through Eucharist, prayer, education, and daily living of the Gospel values. 

PARISH OFFICE:  201 CLARK STREET, MIDDLETOWN, OH 45042 

(513) 422-0602         www.holyfamilymiddletown.com 

ADORATION   HOLY TRINITY CHURCH     
MONDAY- FRIDAY   12:30 - 4:30 PM 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
ST. JOHN CHURCH  SATURDAY  3:30 PM 

                                       

                               COMING EVENTS   

  
 Lenten Fish Fry .………..........…...…….………… Good Friday 
 

 Annual Easter Egg Hunt ...….......….….…......... Sat Mar 31 
  

 Easter Vigil ..………………….....….…......…....…... Sat Mar 31 
 

 Easter Sunday ..…………….......……......….......….. Sun Apr 1 
  

 Pancake Breakfast ..…………….......……......…..... Sun Apr 8 

  

 Holy Saturday Easter Vigil Mass   
 8:30 PM  Holy Trinity Church  
 Marilyn’s Players and Singers  

 The RCIA candidates and catechumens will   
 be baptized and received into the church at   
 this service.  A reception immediately follows  
 in the Holy Trinity Center.  All are welcome! 
 

 Easter Sunday Masses  St. John Church  

 Be sure to arrive early and enjoy the Easter music 
 preludes before each Mass! 
 
 

      9:00 AM  St. John      Holy Trinity Choir 
 

    10:30 AM  St. John      Marilyn, Mike & Soloists 

 

 Holy Thursday Mass   
 6:00 PM  Holy Trinity Church  
 The alms boxes for Sr. Sarah Mulligan’s clinic  
 in Guatemala will be collected at this Mass.   
 You can also return your alms box on Good Friday  
 or in the regular weekend collection, or you can  
 drop it off at the parish office. 
 

 Good Friday Communion Services  
 1:30 PM & 6:00 PM  St. John Church   
 These services include the Liturgy of the Word  
 and a special Holy Land Collection.   
 The parish office is closed on Good Friday and there 
 are no Stations of the Cross or Benediction. 

 

 Holy Week & Easter Schedule 

 

You’re Invited to the   

2018 HOLY FAMILY  

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Holy Saturday, March 31st    
 

Holy Trinity Grounds   11 AM   
Presented by the Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights Council 1610  

 Three Age Groups:    
 

         3 & under          4 to 7          8 to 10 
 

Donuts and OJ plus a Family Basket Raffle!  
 

 Raffle tickets can be purchased at the  
Friday Fish Fry or the Easter Egg Hunt.   

 

All participants must bring their own basket  
and be accompanied by an adult! 

Easter Home Visits   
Fr. Civille is making Easter visits  
to our homebound parishioners.   
If you or someone you know would like a 
visit, please call the parish office 422-0602.  



Daily Scripture Readings  
Mon: Is 42:1-7 / Jn 12:1-11   
Tues: Is 49:1-6 / Jn 13:21-33,36-38  
Wed: Is 50:4-9a / Mt 26:14-25  
Thurs: Ex 12:1-8,11-14 / 1 Cor 11:23-26  
            Jn 13:1-15  
Fri: Is 52:13—53:12 / Heb 4:14-16;5:7-9  
      Jn 18:1—19:42  
Sat: Ex 14:15—15:1 / Is 55:1-11 / Mk 16:1-7  
Sun: Acts 10:34a,37-43 / Col 3:1-4 / Jn 20:1-9  

Health Ministry:     
Palm Branches… 
Sacrifice… 
Love 
"A man who was completely innocent, offered 
himself as a sacrifice for the good of others,  
including his enemies.  It was a perfect act.   
And so his journey began on Palm Sunday."  
Mahatma Gandhi 
When Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time 
before his death, the trees were in bloom.  
By covering His way with palm branches,  
the people were offering a symbol of luxury.  
The palm branches were a symbol of necessity 
too.  For the Jews these branches represented  
a gift from God because of its many uses in      
their lives.  Sacrifice is the highest ethical  
gesture of self offering which expects no benefit 
in return.  Self sacrifice strengthens one's will-
power, lightens the mind of the doer, gives one 
a sense of peace and leads to unspeakable joy. 
Love always involves responsibility and a  
willingness to sacrifice.  1 John:18..."let us not  
love with word or in speech, but with action 
and truth."  Sometimes when we sacrifice  
something precious, we're not losing it.  
We are just passing it on to someone else. 
Holidays Calendar/Palms for the Lord/Quotes/Bible 

 Monday, March 26  

  12:10 PM  Mass HT   Margaret Elieff - Birthday Remembrance 

    Tuesday, March 27 

   No 8:15 AM  Mass J23 --  Spring Break 

  12:10 PM  Mass HT   Roy Farmer 

 Wednesday, March 28  
  12:10 PM  Mass HT   August F. Chupka, Jr. - Birthday Rem. 

       Thursday, March 29    Holy Thursday 

    6:00 PM  Mass HT   Alice Sprague 

   Friday, March 30    Good Friday 

    1:30 AM  Communion Service SJ 

    6:00 PM  Communion Service SJ 

   Saturday, March 31    Holy Saturday - Easter Vigil  

    8:30 PM  Mass HT   Dr. Alvin Niemer - Wedding Anniv. Rem. 

   Sunday, April 1    Easter Sunday     

    9:00 AM  Mass SJ    Jacob Parks - Anniversary Remembrance 

  10:30 AM  Mass SJ    Mr. & Mrs. James Dumford 

  Saturday and Sunday - March 24 and 25 
    4:30 PM Mass  SJ     Helen Schramm 
    9:00 AM Mass  HT    Ann Slezak - Anniversary Rem. 
  10:30 AM Mass  SJ     Maurice DeBrosse 

HOLY FAMILY MASS SCHEDULE   

Our Prayers and Sympathy are Extended  
to JoAnn Loop in the death of her brother,  
Roy Farmer, who died March 14th, to Tami Wells 
in the death of her father, Chuck Franz, who died 
March 18th, and to the family and friends of  
Sr. Mildred Speed O.S.F., who died March 20th.  

 

Weekly Collections Stewardship                     

Sunday, March 18th   $11,079 
                                                 

Thank you for your generous stewardship! 

 N O T E :   S P E C I A L  H O L Y  W E E K  S C H E D U L E  



A Reminder to Prayer Partners! 
April 28th and 29th are quickly approaching  
- the Saturday and Sunday when our  
parish 2nd graders will receive their  
First Eucharist.  In addition to your prayers, a personal 
note or small gift lets your 2nd grade partner know that 
you are thinking of them and praying for them as they 
prepare to receive this sacrament.  

 

 SVDP Furniture Ministry is accepting  
    furniture and  
        household donations,  
            and we pick up!     

 Call 422-0602 to schedule your pick up. 

Introductions to Readings 
by Bishop Ken Untener, in collaboration  
with Catherine Haven and Fr. Bill Taylor 
First Reading - Isaiah 50:4-7  
Chapters 40-55 of the Book of Isaiah contain the  
message of a prophet who spoke to God’s people  
during their exile in Babylon.  Several times the  
prophet speaks about a servant who will one day  
deliver God’s people.  Because the Servant is  
portrayed as suffering, Christians have traditionally 
identified Jesus with him.  
 

Second Reading - Philippians 2:6-11  
In the years following Christ’s death and resurrection, 
Christians began to develop the prayers and hymns 
that would become part of their rituals.  In today's 
passage from the letter to the Philippians, Paul  
appears to be quoting an early Christian hymn  
celebrating the dying and rising of Christ.  

The Little White Book   
The Little White Book of six minute  
reflections on the weekday Gospels  
of Easter is available at the church doors this weekend.   

Good Friday Special Collection  
Every year on Good Friday, a collection  
is taken up in every Catholic church to  
support the people and places of the Holy Land.  Please  
use the special envelope included in the March packet.    

Note!  Special Holy Week & Easter Schedules 
Please double-check the Mass Schedule on the  
opposite page.  You’ll note that some regular  
weekday Masses have been canceled while  
special Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday  
celebrations take place.  Know that your presence  
at these special liturgies is truly important.    
 

Please note:  Adoration is canceled on Holy Thursday  
and Good Friday and the parish office is closed on  
Good Friday.  The early bulletin deadline next week  
is Monday at noon.  The 10:30 AM Mass Nursery is  
closed Easter Sunday and reopens the next Sunday.  

 

RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
 

 

March 25th
      - Review Triduum 

Preparation for Easter Vigil 
 

11:30 PM  St. John Rectory  
 



 

***   April Dates to Remember   *** 

 Easter Sunday  April 1st 9 AM & 10:30 AM Masses     
 in St. John Church.  
  

 St. Vincent de Paul Meeting  Monday, April 2nd at  
 7:00 p.m. in the Holy Trinity Center 
 

 Gathering of Widows  Tuesday, April 3rd at 11:00 a.m.  
 in the Holy Trinity Center 
  

 K of C Council #1610 Meeting  Wednesday, April 4th   

  at 7:00 p.m. in the K of C Council Hall 
 

 K of C Ladies Auxiliary Meeting  Wednesday, April 4th   

 at 7:00 p.m. in the Holy Trinity Center  
 

 Pancake Breakfast  Sunday, April 8th  9:30 a.m. - noon  
 in the St. John Undercroft 
 

 K of C 4th Degree Assembly Meeting  Tuesday, 
 April 10th   at 7:00 p.m. in the K of C Council Hall 
 

 Men’s Fellowship  Saturdays, April 14th and 28th 

 7:00 to 8:30 a.m. in the St. John Rectory 
 

 8th Grade Confirmation Rehearsal  Saturday,  
 April 14th  9:00 a.m. in St. John Church   
 Note: Sponsors to attend rehearsal if possible.   
 

 Coffee and Donuts  Sunday, April 15th after the  
 10:30 AM Mass in the St. John Undercroft 
 

 8th Grade Confirmation  Sunday, April 15th  
 2:00 p.m. at St. Peter in Chains Cathedral, Cincinnati 
 

 Bob’s Gang Clean Up Crew  Saturday, April 21st 
 meeting at 8:30 AM at Jacot Park 
 

 First Eucharist Group and Individual Photos   
 Wednesday, April 25th in St. John’s Church  
 PREP 7:00 p.m.    St. John XXIII 7:30 p.m.  
 

 First Eucharist Rehearsal  Saturday, April 28th 
    9:00 AM - St. John Church for 4:30 PM Sat. Mass 
 10:00 AM  - St. John Church for 10:30 AM  Sun. Mass 
 11:15 AM  - Holy Trinity Church for 9:00 AM  Sun. Mass 
 

 First Eucharist  Saturday & Sunday Masses, 
 April 28th& 29th 

 

 St. Vincent de Paul Society 5th Sunday Collection  
 Saturday and Sunday, April 28th& 29th

 

How Much Do YOU Know About 
the Catholic Faith? 

 

              Special Holy Week Quiz! 
 

                  Find the answers on the last page. 

1. When does Holy Week fall? 
       (a)  the first week of the year   
       (b)  the first week of Lent                
       (c)  the week before Easter 
       (d)  the last week of Advent 
 

2. What are the first and last days of Holy Week?  
       (a)  Palm Sunday / Easter  
       (b)  Holy Monday / Holy Saturday  
       (c)  Holy Monday / Good Friday  
       (d)  Palm Sunday / Holy Saturday  
 

3.   Which day in Holy Week commemorates Christ’s  
       triumphal entry into Jerusalem?  
       (a)  Holy Thursday  
       (b)  Holy Wednesday  
       (c)  Good Friday  
       (d)  Palm Sunday  
 

4.   What does Holy Thursday commemorate? 
       (a)  the crucifixion   
       (b)  the Last Supper 
       (c)  Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
       (d)  the Resurrection  
 

5.   Celebration of Mass is typically forbidden on  
       which of these holy days?   
       (a)  Good Friday  
       (b)  Holy Monday 
       (c)  Holy Thursday 
       (d)  Holy Tuesday 
 

6.    On which of these holy days would you typically  
       find the altar either stripped clean or covered in  
       black? 
       (a)  Holy Saturday 
       (b)  Holy Wednesday 
       (c)  Holy Tuesday 
       (d)  Palm Sunday  



    

by Dawn Pickerill / Principal 
 

TRADITIONAL VALUES.  EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION. 
St. John XXIII represents 150 years of Catholic Education 
dedicated to encouraging and developing well-rounded, 
self-confident and compassionate children and young 
adults who lead successful, mindful, service-driven lives. 
Our school community is the foundation on which our 
core principles of faith and hard work bind us together 
as a family.  
 

If you are interested in a Catholic education that             
provides a challenging, structured and thoughtful learn-
ing environment led by highly qualified and experienced 
teachers, contact Principal Dawn Pickerill at 424-1196  
for a meeting and a tour of the school. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
With spring break upon us, we are rounding the corner 
and heading for home.  April is a very busy month for 
our teachers, students and future students. 
 

On April 3rd and 4th, all of the teachers at St. John XXIII 
Catholic School will be attending the National Catholic 
Educators Association Conference in Cincinnati.         We 
are looking forward to learning new skills and    strate-
gies for teaching all subjects, especially Religion. 
 

On April 10th, we will have our kindergarten screening. 
Anyone who is currently registered for our kindergarten 
program for the 2018-2019 school year will spend some 
time with us on this day.  We use this screening to     
determine readiness for our program.  We currently 
have a few openings in our kindergarten program for 
next year, so if you know anyone who is interested, 
please have them contact the school office. 
 

Our Grade 8 students will receive the Sacrament           
of  Confirmation with the parish on Sunday, April 15th at 
St. Peter in Chains Cathedral in downtown Cincinnati. 
 

Our grade 2 students will be receiving their                 
First Communion with the parish during all three   mass-
es on the weekend of April 28th and 29th

.  

Bob’s Gang Is Back for Another Season!  

State Route #122 Clean Up Crew 
Saturday, April 21st     8:30 AM Jacot Park 
In honor of Bob Ryan, the guy who made 
it fun to wake up early and pick up trash! 
Join the gang as we do Bob proud - picking up trash  
along SR #122 from I-75 to Breiel Blvd.  This is the main 
entrance to our city and we need your help to keep it 
looking good!  Everyone’s invited to join in the fun.   
We’ll meet at Jacot Park at 8:30 a.m. and should finish  
up by 11:00 a.m.  Mark your calendar for three more 
 Saturdays!  June 16th     August 25th     November 3rd 

Bring your kids and grandkids!  This is a great chance  
for kids to perform - and for the important adults in 
their lives to model - community service!   

Holy Family Athletics 
2018 Fall Sports Registration 
Registration for all sports is done online through  
Blue Sombrero.  You can find the registration link on 
the Athletics page of the St. John XXIII website, via the 
Holy Family Athletics link on the parish website, or 
here:  http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/holyfamily. 
Find more details for Girls Cheerleading, Boys Football, 
Boys & Girls Soccer, Girls Fall Volleyball, and Boys & 
Girls Golf there.  A $25 late fee will be charged for 
registrations received after Tuesday, May 1st.    
Holy Family Athletics, 201 Clark St., Middletown 45042.  
Contact Evan Dobrozsi athletics@sj23school.org.   

Falcon’s Touchdown Club Mulch Sale!  
We need your Mulch Madness Orders! 
Please support Bishop Fenwick Football.   
The Mulch Sale runs March 11th ― April 13th 
• 2 types of bagged mulch will be offered:   
      Ultra Scape Classic Black and Brown.   
      Both mulches are color enhanced. 
• Each bag is 2cf  - covers 8 sq. feet, 3 inches deep 

• Cost per bag: $5.00 
• Delivery Weekend is April 28th / 29th.     

• Orders of 10 bags or more receive free delivery 
within 20 mile radius of Bishop Fenwick High School 
Online:  http://fenwickmulch.com/home/mulch-
madness-order-form/   Via Mail:  Click the link at 
www.holyfamilymiddletowm.com and make checks 
payable to “Falcons Touchdown Club.”  Completed  
paper order forms and checks should be submitted  
to the school main office by Friday, April 13th.   

http://leagues.bluesombrero.com/holyfamily
http://fenwickmulch.com/home/mulch-madness-order-form/
http://fenwickmulch.com/home/mulch-madness-order-form/


American Association of University Women 62nd Annual Used Book Sale 
Donations Accepted  Three Days a Week - Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 10 AM - 11:30 AM! 
Art Central Foundation Bldg - 4 North Main Street, Middletown  
Park on the street, put on your emergency flashers, and an AAUW member will come out and help unload. 

This year’s AAUW Annual Used Book Sale is located at 4 North Main Street - Art Central Foundation Building.  
Please bring gently used books to promote literacy, recycle, and raise money for area college scholarships.   
The last day for book donations is Saturday, April 28th.  For more information or to arrange for a book pick-up 
call 424-5168, 424-1120 or 424-7551.  More details can be found at our website middletown-oh.aauw.net.  
This year’s sale will be Thursday - Sunday, May 3rd - 6th.  Look for hours and special sales in upcoming bulletins! 

 Answers to the Special Holy Week Quiz  
1. (c)  Holy Week is the last week of Lent, just before Easter, and focuses on Jesus’ final days on earth before 

his Resurrection, celebrated on Easter Sunday.  It is a time of preparation for Easter in which worshippers 
take an active part in the Gospel story through symbolic rituals and the hearing of pertinent scriptures. 

2.   (d)  Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday and ends on Holy Saturday, just before Easter.  It does not include       
       Easter Sunday, which is the first day of a new church season - Easter Season - the fifty days from Easter to  
       Pentecost.  
3.   (d)  A typical Palm Sunday will usually include a reading of the Gospel account of how Jesus rode into   
       Jerusalem on a donkey to shouts of hosanna and worshippers will often be given palm leaves to wave.   
       Some weave these palm leaves into the shape of the cross.    
4.    (b)  Holy Thursday commemorates Christ’s final Passover meal with his disciples, when he instituted the   
        practice of the Eucharist.  Some churches hold services that include foot washing, in remembrance of how  
        Jesus washed the feet of his disciples at the Last Supper.  Some churches also hold a Passover meal.   
5.    (a)  Good Friday commemorates Christ’s crucifixion and is generally observed in a somber manner.  It is  
        typically a day of fasting and Mass is never celebrated on Good Friday except in the special exemption of  
        the Vatican or a local bishop.  Holy Family Parish offers two Communion Services on Good Friday. 
6.    (a) The altar is typically stripped after the service on Holy Thursday and remains so until the Easter Vigil.  

Women Enriching Lives, a women’s leadership program of the Middletown Community Foundation, presents 
Let Imagination Bloom Luncheon    Saturday, April 7th     10:30 AM - 1:30 PM   

Major Events Barn  6393 Hamilton-Lebanon Road (Route 63)  Monroe     $30/person  
Proceeds benefit the Middletown Area Chapter of the Dolly Parton Imagination Library 
Be a part of making a garden of books grow for children in the Edgewood, Franklin, Madison, Middletown and 
Monroe School Districts.  We’ll have Raffle Baskets and  a delicious luncheon by Two Women in a Kitchen, plus,   
back by popular demand, professional motivational speaker, wellness / fitness coach, and seminar / workshop 
leader Cea Cohen Elliot.  RSPV by Wednesday, March 28th - the Middletown Community Foundation 424-7369.  

Cincinnati Men’s Conference   Saturday, April 28th    9 AM - 4 PM  Taft Theatre 
2018 Theme - Be A Man!  “What it means to be a True Christian Man in Today’s Society” 
Celebrity Keynote Speaker UFC® Heavyweight World Champ & Hall of Famer BAS RUTTEN    
Featured Speakers:  Coach Gerry Faust (former Moeller High & Notre Dame Coach), Fr. Mitch Pacwa, S.J.  
(EWTN Personality), Fr. Larry Richards (EWTN Radio Host, The Reason for Our Hope), and Archbishop Schnurr.   
Tickets begin at $25 + fees and include lunch.  Purchase tickets @ CincinnatiMensConference.com. 

Save the Date!   9th Annual Mother’s Day 5K Run & Walk - Sunday, May 13th  8:30 AM 
Woodside Cemetery & Arboretum, Middletown   Call 424-2273 for information or to register.   
  ● Walk in memory of a special person; a sign will be placed along the route with their name. 
  ● Mothers walking receive a special gift.   ● Goodie bags to first 150 participants. 
  ● Lots of door prizes.   ●  Course welcomes recreational walkers and runners for any distance     

tel:(513)%20424-7369





